
When an opportunity of an exchange program was o�ered 
in French class last year, at �rst I didn’t really think about it. 
A few people from the class had expressed their interest and 
some forms were handed out to the entire class. Initially, 
a�er reading these documents, I thought I would not be 
going. Six weeks with an exchange partner, and half of 
them speaking in French? No chance! It wasn’t until about a 
week later that I seriously thought about going and with an 
extra bit of ‘encouragement’ from my parents I �lled out the 
forms and sent in my deposit.

Fast forward to late June and to Dublin Airport when 
Jeremie arrived. A�er a few days of general awkwardness 
and polite conversation, we started to hit it o�. He began 
to interact more with my friends when going out and we 
travelled around the country seeing the sights. Jeremie also 
began to grasp local culture as he began to refer to me as 
‘boy’ and once while talking to my father he said he was 
‘alright like’. Jeremie’s grasp of English began to worry me as 
I felt my awful French would be exposed on the return trip.

When Jeremie’s trip came to an end it was time for me to pack 
my bags and head back to France with him. We �ew from 
Dublin to Nantes Atlantique in the Loire Valley in North-West 
France. �e mid-July sun was baking on arrival and Jeremie’s 
car clocked 36 degrees  on the hour-long drive home.

It was clear from the minute we got there that the lifestyle 
would be very di�erent from Ireland. Jeremie lived in a tiny 
rural village named Izereau surrounded by �elds and �elds 
of vines, owned by Jeremie’s father, Yann, who ran a small 
wine-making company. Later during my stay Yann took 
me out to the ‘cave’ and over an a�ernoon I assisted in the 
bottling of around 1,300 bottles of wine.

From the o�, meal times were very di�erent to those at home. 
Conversation was kept at a minimum and everything was 
extremely formal. �ere were always three distinct courses to 
every meal, and each course was, to put it lightly, miniscule. 
�e family’s eyes widened in horror each time I asked for some 
more! As well as this, having an open mind food wise was a 
necessity. I overcame this hurdle by eating �rst and asking 
what it was a�er it had been well and truly consumed! As a 
result I ended up eating lots of rabbit, kidneys, stomachs etc.

A�er getting used to the rural setting it was quite likeable. It 
was common to see Yann butchering animals merrily in the 
kitchen and eating them later for dinner. Milk came every 
morning from the farm across the road. Also, In my �nal 
week we collected honeycomb from the family’s hives and 
we made fresh honey.

Luckily for me, Jeremie’s friends were very friendly toward 
me, and over the three weeks I became very good friends 
with some them in particular. Unfortunately they all lived a 
substantial distance away, so meeting up with them was an 
event in itself; and we couldn’t meet them half the amount 
that we wanted to. 

One of the highlights of the trip was when we travelled to 
Paris for a few days. �e �ve hour car journey was the only 
downside to those few days. We stayed at 1 Rue de Mirbel 
in Paris’ latin quarter. I hadn’t expected the infrastructure to 
be so breathtaking. As well as seeing the usual tourist places 
such as the ‘Tour d’Ei�el’ and the ‘Champs-Élysées’ we also 
visited places o� the tourist trail. While we were there I had 
an opportunity to sample ‘escargots’ (snails) for the �rst 
time. Surprisingly I thought they were very good. Paris is 
such a vast city we couldn’t see everything in the four days 
and I will be de�nitely returning some time in the future.

All too quickly we were in the �nal week and rushing to 
see all the things that we hadn’t had the chance to do. (�is 
included visits to Nantes and lots and lots of parties) �at 
week was probably the best and worst week of the trip. 
Jeremie’s sisters had stopped regarding me as the foreign 
invader and I think they were genuinely disappointed when 
it was time for me to go. My last day was a medieval festival 
in a nearby town, where I met my new friends for the last 
time. �at day was one where I discovered that saying 
goodbye is harder than it looks! 

Jeremie had work the following morning so he couldn’t 
come with us to the airport in Rennes, so we said our 
goodbyes that night as well. In terms of getting an exchange 
student I think I got lucky. He was never afraid to help out 
with my terrible French, or explain something I didn’t get. 
He was always slating a German exchange student who 
stayed with them the previous year who said nothing but 
‘oui’ or ‘non’. It’s hard to make a genuine friend when two 
people are thrown together like that but I think we pulled 
it o� pretty well.

From a speaking French point of view the trip was 
invaluable. Yes, the �rst week was very tough, but holding 
a conversation in French in weeks 2 and 3 was immensely 
satisfying and I would recommend doing an exchange to 
anybody going into Leaving Cert. One thing the trip has 
done is it has changed my view of French as a subject. I now 
regard it more highly as a skill and also a necessity so I can 
communicate with the French! �e things I experienced 
during those six weeks were invaluable; and in short, the 
whole journey was really a trip of a lifetime.  

- Julian Power (Form V).

The French Exchange
“Staying Seine!”

Julian (far right) is pictured with members of his host family during 
their time visiting Paris.
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In March a group students took part in the ‘Call to Code’ 
competition. ‘Call to Code’ is a Google sponsored online 
competition open to students aged 13-18. 

�e competition, open to post primary students, saw over 
2,500 students participate, with 50% of them coming from 
outside Dublin. �e �nal ‘live’ round of the competition 
was held at Google’s EMEA Headquarters. �e 
competition included both logic puzzle and programming 
tasks designed for both Junior and Senior level cycles and 
was a chance for students to become tomorrow’s coders.

Only the top twenty in the country quali�ed for the �nal. 
�ree Midleton College Fi�h Form students narrowly 
missed out at 21st, 22nd and 23rd place (Fionn English, 
Kevin Carew and Ciaran Lydon) while three Fourth Form 
students �nished within the top ��y – Jake Spreadborough, 
Jordan Devlin and James Doyle.

- M.L.
L-R: A. O’Shea, C. Lydon , F. English, K. Carew.

“Google Us!”

Call to Code

Lego Robotics Competition 2013

Earlier this year, on �ursday the 26th of February, a 
team consisting of Jim Moloney, David Byron Cathal 
O’Deaghaigh and myself, were competing in the Cork 
Electronics Industry Association (CEIA) Lego robotics 
competition in the Nexus hall in CIT.

Our robot, which we named Hank 4.0, passed all of the 
tests with �ying colours. Some of these tests included 
having to follow a black line across a board with, no help 
from us, and cross the �nish line. How did Hank do this on 
his own you ask? Is he the Stephen Hawking of the robot 
world? �e answer is, we programmed him to follow the 
line. We did it like this: Hank has a small laser �tted on his 
underbelly which detects the di�erences between surfaces 
and colours, so he knows that when he sees the black line, 

then he has to keep on following it without touching the 
white background.

Hank 4.0 had us in the lead by 4 points a�er the tests, 
but unfortunately when the bonus points for speed and 
presentation where added, Rossa College received the 
maximum marks and beat us narrowly by 2 points.

We were all delighted when it was announced that we had 
come second in the competition and we would strongly 
recommend it for future 2nd year students.

Our team put a huge amount of e�ort into the programming 
and the building of Hank, but none of it would have been 
possible without Mr. Scanlon who guided us along the way.

- Katelyn Manning  (Form III).

Pictured L-R: D. Byron, K. Manning, Mr. Scanlon, C. O’ Deaghaigh, J. Moloney.
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�e Merck Millipore School Science Competition is held 
annually for all transition year students.  �ere are two 
stages to the competition, the �rst is in the school where 

Millipore judges come to access each project that has been 
entered.  Each group makes a powerpoint presentation 
before the judges choose a winner.  �e winning project 
then goes on to compete against several other schools.

�ere was a great turnout this year with a number of 
very interesting and original ideas.  �e winning group 
this year were Rob England, Julian Power and Conor Kiy 
who delved into the physics behind a rugby goal kick.  �e 
runners up were Liam Farrell and Padraig Power who 
investigated the use of electricity to grow plants and Isabel 
Tanner with her project on Game Based Learning.  

In early May Julian, Rob and Conor travelled to the Fota 
Hotel for the �nal of the competition.  �ey wowed the 
judges with a brilliant stand and strong presentation 
unfortunately it was not enough and they came home 
runners up.

Each of the groups would like to thank Mr. O’Neill, Ms. 
Curtin, Ms. Linehan and everyone else involved who 
helped along the way.

- Conor Kiy (Form V)

L-R: Julian Power, Conor Kiy and Rob England, Conor is keeping �rm 
hold of the ball possibly to prevent the others from kicking to touch!

“A safe pair of hands!”

Merck Millipore School Science Competition
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Mathematics
Maths week is an annual event occurring during the week 
of the 16th October celebrating William Rowan Hamilton’s 
(1805-1865) discovery of quaternions.

�is year Form 1 and Form 2 had treasure hunts, with 
clues in the form of mathematical problems. Enthusiastic 
students and a lovely sunny day made it a great success.

�e winners were:
 1o Leila Whyte, Briain Bailey, 1e Ben Kileen,  
Doireann Conway, 1x Sam Spillane, Daniel Ojuolape, Luke 
O’Donovan
 2e Jason Daly, Art Moore, 2o Hugh Je�ery,  
Ceire Graham, 2x Liam Hennigan, Elaine O’Brien.

Form 4 and Form 5 took part in table quizzes with 
competitive zeal.

�e winners were: 
 Form 4 Ciaran McGregor, Conor O’Regan, Nick Daly and 
Freddie Tindall
 Form 5 Fionn Bailey, Aine Quill, Veronika Deeny, and 
Fergal Walsh

Form 2 (junior) and Form4 and Form 5 (senior) competed 
in the competition run by NUI Galway called PRISM.
�is was won by:
 Junior: Joint winners Adam O’Shea and  
Caoimhe O’Sullivan
 Senior: 1st Dmitrii Chernov and 2nd Fionn Bailey

Caoimhe O’Sullivan was our representative at the Irish 
Junior Mathematics competition and achieved one of the 
top scores in Ireland.

On the 4th April Adam Ford, Adam Morris, Oisin Parsons 
and Ciaran McGregor took part in the π quiz which is the 
IMTA junior table quiz. �is was held in the SMA hall in 
Cork. �ey represented the school with distinction.

Problem solving is alive and well and living in Midleton 
College!

- M.R.
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SENIOR MATHS QUIZ 2014
On 31st January 2014, Andrew McGregor, Olwyn Anthony, 
Jack Cowhig and myself JC went to the SMA hall, Cork to 
participate in the IMTA all Ireland senior table quiz(Cork 
branch). We went through 6 cruel rounds of two questions 
per round. �en we had a break with Pizzas from Four Star 
with roast chicken and bacon topping and also a box of 
malteasers. �en we went through another two aggressive 
rounds with 4 questions per round. It was all worth while we 
came second and so quali�ed for the �nal in NUI Galway. 
So on the 8th March the four of us with Mrs. Rumley and 
Ms. Hassey departed at about 6am. We arrived with plenty 
of time to spare, signed in and had our photographs taken. 
We then had a very nice lunch in the college restaurant.
�e format of the quiz was the same as in Cork with rounds 
of 2 and 4 questions.
Unfortunately we did not win but it was a unique experience 
to make the �nals. We each got T-shirts and folders to mark 
out participation.

- Jingchen Zhang (Form VI).

APPLIED MATHS TABLE QUIZ 2014
On the evening of 19th of March Conor Sheehy, Andrew 
McGregor and Kevin Carew travelled with Ms.Guest to 
Christ King Secondary School to take part in the regional 
Applied Mathematics table quiz. �e team was formed by 
two Leaving Certi�cate students and one ��h year student. 
�e standard of the Cork quiz results was very high and 
Midleton �nished one point behind a tie for 1st place with 
22 points out of 25 available. As a result of this they quali�ed 
for the National �nal which took place on Saturday the 
22nd of March in Portlaoise Education Centre. Again the 
team travelled and performed very well and were amongst 
the top teams throughout the quiz. Midleton �nished a very 
respectable 3rd place and were within a point of second 
place and two points of the winners. I would like to sincerely 
thank Conor, Andrew and Kevin for their preparation for 
and performance in the quiz. 

- L.G.

APPLIED MATHS TABLE TABLE T  QUIZ 2014SENIOR MATHS QUIZ 2014

Mathematics

Work Experience
My �rst weeks work 
experience was in the 
microbiology department 
of UCC. I was a keen 
student in Science and so 

was delighted to get the o�er. I spent three days there at the 
end of February. Although it is not a “normal” or traditional 
workplace as it is also a centre of education, they regularly 
take on TY students throughout the year. 
I attended various lectures which �rst and second year 
students had, and although a lot of it went over my head as I 
have yet to do the leaving cert, I did manage to understand 
some things.  I took part in several lab experiments and 
prepared agars amongst other substances. Some of the lab 
experiments involved genetics and DNA, on one occasion it 
was my own DNA, which was de�nitely my favourite part.
It was a great experience, particularly being in the lab. It was 
di�erent to what I expected as I thought it would involve 
lots of exciting experiments, and while they were still very 

interesting, great attention is paid to detail and to repeating 
experiments over and over to get sound results. My 
understanding of both microbiology and general science 
was expanded far beyond the con�nes of the textbook, 
and for anyone interested in science of any sort I would 
de�nitely suggest getting lab experience. 
My second weeks work experience was in my other area of 
interest – Politics. I spent the week with my local TD Ciara 
Conway. I’ve had a keen interest in politics and current 
a�airs for a long time and while following the latest events 
in the news or online is fascinating; you really have to 
experience it to get to know what it’s all about.
I spent my �rst day in her constituency o�ce. I found 
the work a little boring and tedious, and I con�rmed my 
belief that I’d never make a good secretary. However I did 
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get a valuable insight, learning about the everyday issues 
of constituents. I got the train up to Dublin for my second 
day which was in Leinster House.  I was based in her o�ce 
adjacent to the main building, however I was rarely there as 
I was constantly moving around the place. 
First she gave me a private tour of Leinster House which 
was great as I got to go places which weren’t even open to 
the public tours. �en we went to the launch of an Alcohol 
Action committee which was looking at national policies 
surrounding alcohol branding and selling, the health 
consequences, and alcohol sports sponsorship. Various TD’s 
and journalists attended however the main speaker was 
Alastair Campbell who was Director of Communications 
and Strategy for Prime Minister Tony Blair between 1997 
and 2003 and who su�ered from alcoholism in his earlier 
life. A�er that Ciara brought me up to the Dáil viewing 
gallery where I was allowed to stay for an hour or two and 
watch while she went into the chamber and did some work. 
�e government were launching their “Action Plan for Jobs 
2014” so it was very busy and I got a chance to hear and see 
lots of key �gures from all political parties. To �nish the day 
I helped her do some paperwork in her o�ce. 
�e next day I did some work in her o�ce in the morning. 
I helped reply to stacks of letters by constituents about the 
proposed EirGrid power lines going through Waterford. I 
also went around Leinster House doing some jobs for her. 
�en I had lunch in Leinster House’s private restaurant. 
A�er lunch I went to a Foreign A�airs & Trade Committee 
session. As the Russo/Ukrainian crisis was at its peak, the 
Ukrainian ambassador was there with his aide and was being 
questioned by the committee of TDs and Senators. I sat in 
the viewing area with the journalists. I found it immensely 
interesting as I love following international a�airs and 
situations and even more so as I was part of the live issue 
before it was released in media.
On my last day I travelled to 
Waterford city where I met Ciara 
again who was with Minister 
for Education Ruarí Quinn 
who was on the radio. I went 
along as part of their entourage 
for the day as he visited and 
opened various schools in the 
county. A�er that we went to a 
community building in the city 
where they had a meeting to try 
and negotiate a large settlement. 
It was all very hush-hush.  

�en we travelled to our last destination, WIT. Here Ruarí 
Quinn was launching a new research facility which had 
been given €4 million in grants. He made an impressive 
speech and a�erwards I had a chance to talk with him and 
have a photo with him which was in the East Cork Journal. 
On the trip back to Dungarven I had a very interesting 
conversation with Ciara Conway about the inner workings 
of Leinster House, getting a great inside view into some of 
the hot political issues, and of course; politics in general.
I really enjoyed my time with Ciara Conway and would 
love to do it again. My favourite part was probably the 
Foreign A�airs and Trade committee although I liked 
nearly everything I did. I found most parts very interesting 
and engaging and I also have come to have even more 
appreciation of the work that public representatives do. It is 
hard to describe the atmosphere of Leinster House however 
it is de�nitely a gripping and exciting one, especially for 
anyone interested in politics, current a�airs, journalism, or 
anyone who wants to see how the “big deals” are made. �e 
whole experience has only strengthened my vision of going 
into the world of politics and I am determined to further 
my experience in this area.
None of this would have been possible without the help 
and support of Mr. Leopold, Carmel Shortiss, and Ciara 
Conway, and of course more than anybody else, my parents, 
and I would like to thank them all for giving me such great 
opportunities.

- Padraig Power (Form V).

�en we travelled to our last destination, WIT. Here Ruarí �en we travelled to our last destination, WIT. Here Ruarí 
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For me, one of the highlights of Transition Year was our 
trip to Heir Island. My group travelled to the little island o� 
West Cork accompanied by a relaxed Mr. Scanlon and Miss 
O’Riordan.

Our accommodation was two small cottages situated almost 
on the beach, one of which contained the only ‘shop’ on the 
Island. �ere were three organisers from the Heir Island 
Sailing School waiting for us when we arrived – Shane, 
Ruth and Patrick. �ere was also a great cook who always 
produced plenty of excellent food.

Each day there was a di�erent outdoor activity planned 
for the morning. We had a walking tour of the island and 
an orienteering competition. We went to the little ‘forest’, 
where we played games and were then told to build a shelter 
using only materials found in the woods and some rope 
provided for us!  One day we were put into teams and had to 
build a ra� from three old barrels, three wooden poles and 
some more rope. We then had to race our ra�s, which was 

actually very di�cult as they kept capsizing! My team just 
managed third place. In the a�ernoons we would go sailing 
and kayaking around the small bay and the surrounding 
islands. Luckily for us the weather was great all week which 
de�nitely added to the experience.

One day we took a ferry to Baltimore where we had a tour 
of the lifeguard station, and then on to Cape Clear Island 
where we completed our 12km Gaisce Walk. We each 
planted a tree on the island and also visited the tiny heritage 
centre.

Every night we’d all be fairly tired and would gather in the 
boys’ cottage to watch movies or play lengthy games of 
charades, which at times got very intense! �ere was a great 
atmosphere and everybody got involved.

I think I can speak for everyone when I say the Heir Island 
trip was really great fun, and a very positive feature of the 
Transition Year programme. A big thank you to Mr. Stanley, 
Mr. Scanlon, Ms. O’Riordan and the Heir Island team.

- Bryony Archer (Form V).

Heir Island
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My journey to Kolkata began on Christmas Eve in 
3rd year standing at the back of a checkout in Tesco, 
Midleton, packing bags. I would rather have been 
anywhere else on Christmas Eve but Mr.Preston 
can be very persuasive! Slowly but surely I began 
selling hope bars, helping with co�ee a�ernoons/
table quizzes, the momentum began to pick up 
pace. €4,500 later I was en route to Kolkata with 
Reidin, Ally, �omas, Cameron, Rob and Joe. �e 
excitement, fear and anticipation were at fever pitch.

On the 13th of February wee began our long 
journey to Kolkata with the Hope Foundation 
Immersion Programme. Flying into Kolkata was 
amazing. �e streets  were packed with people and 
the roads were insane compared to Ireland. On the 
half hour bus journey to the hotel I was exhausted 
a�er the long trip but I didn’t want to close my eyes and 
miss something. �roughout the week we visited young 
and older boys and girls homes,the hope cafe and lifeskills 
centre, Mother Teresa’s tomb, Jain and Burla temple, and 
much more.

Midleton College fundraising is so well spent on the Hope 
night ambulance, it was worth having old women complain 
about my packing dog food on top of their tomatoes at bag 

packing. While we were in India, Mr.Preston and Ms.Wall 
went on the night ambulance for a night and picked up two 
new born babies o� the side of the road and brought them 
to the Hope Hospital.

�e thing that struck me the most was the two slums we 
visited. �e smell, the overcrowding, the poverty were all 
overwhelming. � �rst slum we visited was scary, we were 
led through a narrow passage to a small classroom in the 
slum. Soon word spread that we were there and a large 

crowd started to gather. �e volume of 
people that surrounded us was astounding 
and of course our bus had broken down so 
we were stranded in the slum for what felt 
like ages.

My visit to Kolkata was the best experience 
of my life and it put all the bag-packing 
and fundraising into perspective. �e four 
hour shi�s of bag-packing didn’t seem so 
bad when you see the poverty of the street 
children in Kolkata. It is my ambition in 
life to return to Kolkata to help with the 
Hope Foundations projects. �e money 
fundraised is like a tiny drop in the ocean 
but every cent is money well spent in 
Kolkata.

- E. Brennan (Form V).

Kolkata Kapers!

“Bollywood Bound!”

�ese members of Form IV could be auditioning for roles in the next big Indian blockbuster! 
L-R: Mr. Preston, Ms. Wall, R. England, J. Hennigen, C. Smyth, T. Brooks, R. O’Sullivan, E. 
Brennan, A. Whyte.
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Congratulations to Midleton College Transition Year 
students Lewis Jennings and Padraig Power who won two 
awards at this year’s Eircom Junior Spider Awards. �eir 
project, Spacechaser is a digital game aimed at the mobile 
app industry. �e students won an award for ‘Best Digital 
Game in the Senior Category of this year’s competition. 
�ey then went on to win the overall award in the senior 
category, to become the ‘winners of the winners’.
�e Eircom Junior Spider Awards were set up to encourage 
teachers and children to improve their technology skills and 
their use of the web. A record number of entries saw the best of 
this years blogs, websites and apps on display at �e Foundry, 
Google’s Irish headquarters, on Tuesday 29th of April. Among 
the judges of this year’s competition were Bill Liao (founder 
of Coder DoJo) and Colin Meagle (founder of Continuum).
In total 8 students from Midleton College reached this 
year’s �nal. 

Isabel Tanner reached the �nal in the ‘Best App’ category for 
her project ‘Dairygo’ which aims to promote Milk Products 
to young people.  

Five out of six �nalists in the ‘Best Digital Game’ category 
were Midleton College students. Oliver Norton reached the 
�nal for his game ‘Batman’; Adrian Cowhig, ‘Bounce a Ball’; 
Ronan O’Mahony ‘Jump Around’; Fergal Roche & Julian 
Power ‘Revolution’ and Lewis Jennings & Padraig Power for 
their game ‘Spacechaser’.

�e group travelled to the �nal with their teacher, Ms. 
Linehan, to �e Foundry, Google Headquarters in Dublin, 
on Tuesday April 29th. It’s the school’s �rst time entering 
and it was a great achievement that so many projects 
reached the �nal stage of the competition.

- M.L. 

Midleton College Take National Prize

Here we see the students inclined towards technological excellence 
L-R: I. Tanner, R. O’Mahony, L. Jennings, P. Power, J. Power, F. 
Roche, O. Norton and A. Cowhig.

L-R: Padraig Power, Ms. Linehan, Lewis Jennings.

“Spidermen!” “Leaning tower of talent!”

Here we see the students inclined towards technological excellence L-R: Padraig Power, Ms. Linehan, Lewis Jennings.

In May, six Midleton College students graduated in the 
Munster Programming Training Outreach Programme at 
UCC. Sean Gies, Oliver Norton, Ronan O’Mahony, Lewis 
Jennings, Jake Spreadborough and Ed Cloete undertook 
the six month course on Saturday mornings throughout the 
school year.  

�e Munster Programming Training initiative, which began 
in 2004, is designed to encourage transition year students 
to open their minds to the various areas of computer 
programming and multimedia. �e course began with an 
introduction to C programming and included modules 
on web design, �ash animation and �lm production. �e 
opportunity provided the students with an invaluable 
insight into the growing IT industry. 

�e course culminated in a graduation ceremony held on 
Wednesday the 28th of May.

- M.L.

UCC Graduation

L-R: J. Spreadborough, S. Gies, L. Jennings, R. O’ Mahony,  
O. Norton, Ms. Linehan.
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Each year some TY Students are given the opportunity to become members of the school Tech Team. �e tech team is a group 
of students who are trained to �x common technical problems in the school and consists of students who have high technical 
aptitude. �ey help with Wi� problems, install so�ware, set-up new computers and help with general IT problems. Pictured 
above are some of last year’s techteam in action. 

- M.L.

Tech Team

Each year some TY Students are given the opportunity to become members of the school Tech Team. �e tech team is a group Each year some TY Students are given the opportunity to become members of the school Tech Team. �e tech team is a group Each year some TY Students are given the opportunity to become members of the school Tech Team. �e tech team is a group 

Tech Week
Congratulations to our Tech Week ‘Tech 
Quiz’ Finalists from Second Form

1st  ‘Bapple’ - Andrew Ryan, Liam Mariga, 
Julian Drennan, Harry Deane.

2nd ‘�e chicken dippers’ - Taylor Devine, 
Charley Moore, Becky Oppermann, Padraig 
Fives.

3rd  ‘Gals’ Gwen O Donovan, Alice Tierney, 
Sonsoles and Laura O’ Kee�e.

Pictured le� with IT Teachers Ms. Linehan 
and Ms. Power.

�is year’s MilkIT Group  ‘DAIRY GO’ were 
shortlisted to the top 40 teams in the annual 
National Dairy Council MILK IT Awards. 
�e project aimed to promote the use of dairy 
products within the school. �e team created 
a Viral video and Computer game to promote 
diary products among teenagers.  Well done to 
all involved.

- M.L.

Milking It!
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It was only when I sat down to write this, that I realized 
what an amazing experience Transition Year really is. 
�e year o�ers all students the chance to get involved in 
a range of di�erent activities that they would normally 
never get to participate in such as YSI, mini company, 
Gaisce and hospital visits just to name a few. 
Students are given the opportunity to choose from a 
variety of �ursday modules, including Film production, 
Junk Couture and Fitness, Horticulture and Architecture.  
Another major aspect of Transition Year is charity work, 
every year a group of Transition Year students travel to 
India with the Hope foundation, work is also done with 
Midleton Hospital and Barnardos. 

One of the main bene�ts in partaking of Transition Year is 
work experience. �is allows students to gain experience 
in �elds that they may wish to have a career in. Work 
experience gives students a platform to discover whether 
or not a certain career is right for them or not.  

�e highlights of the year are di�erent for everyone, but 
the trip to Heir Island was certainly one of mine. �e week 
was �lled with games, watersports and bonding, with 
everyone returning home with lots of great memories. 

�e year culminated in the TY awards which I had the 
privilege of co-hosting. �e night celebrates all that the 
students have achieved throughout the year. 

- Aoife Dunne (Form V).

As part of the curriculum we all took part in the mini-
company programme.  As a team of �ve including myself, 
Bryony Archer, Aoife Dunne, Ella Compton and Philip 
Punch, we decided to organise an art show exhibiting 
Midleton College student’s artwork and photography.  
�ere was a great response from students and we received 
a huge number of pieces.  We were assisted by Ms Wall 
in organising the event.  �e exhibition took place in the 
dining hall on 9th December and was a great success.  We 

sold over 800 euro worth of art and photography and it was 
a very enjoyable evening for everyone involved.
A�er the show took place we went to two mini-company 
competitions where we competed against schools from 
east Cork.  Although we didn’t win anything it was a very 
educational experience and we learnt a lot about business 
and team work.  I’d like to thank Mr. McGuckin, Mr. 
�ompson and Ms. Wall.

- Katie Archer (Form IV). 

My Transition Year

Mini Company
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Last year four fourth year students - Aaron 
Burke, Edward Cloete, Jordan Devlin and myself 
- under the supervision and guidance of Mr. 
Scanlon took part in the CanSat competition. 
CanSat is an electronics competition from ESA, 
the European Space Agency. For the competition 
we had to create a device that would �t inside an 
ordinary drinks can that could measure altitude 
and temperature. We used an Arduino board 
for our device along with plenty of resistors 
and wires. We all had a great experience taking 
part in the competition and learned about lots 
of things relating to computers and electronics 
which we are all interested in.

- Jake Spreadborough (Form V).

CanSat Competition

During Transition Year I was lucky enough to be part of 
the Young Social Innovators group, along with 20 or so 
other students. A�er a few meetings and much discussion, 
we decided to combat Anti-Social Behaviour as a result of 
drugs and alcohol abuse. For our e�orts we received a North 
Cork Garda Youth Award. �e awards ceremony took place 
at Mallow GAA Complex in March 2014. �e purpose of 
these awards is to acknowledge the contribution of young 
people in their local communities.

In order to gain insight into our relevant topic, our YSI 
group �rstly carried out comprehensive research online and 
invited a number of guest speakers to come to our school 
and talk about the topic of underage drinking. Following 
on from this research, we launched a poster campaign to 
raise awareness of the issues explored and displayed many 
posters around the school campus, giving students graphic 
awareness of the pitfalls associated with underage drinking 
and drug abuse. In an e�ort to illustrate further the adverse 
e�ects of underage substance abuse some members of our 
group completed an optional �lm module in which they 
produced a �lm vividly demonstrating the increase in anti-

social behaviour caused by youths as a result of being under 
the in�uence of an intoxicant.

During the research, our group gained an appreciation 
for the need to provide more facilities for teenagers in the 
Midleton district and the bene�ts that an outlet such as a 
youth café could bring to the community. �e ‘My Place 
Youth Café’ project in Midleton has an emphasis on giving 
the young a place to socialize that is safe and fun. Our 
YSI group were then involved in a number of fundraising 
initiatives to assist in raising the much needed funds to 
complete this project.

I would de�nitely recommend all students to take part in 
YSI during Transition Year because it has opened my eyes 
to the growing social problems in the area of Midleton 
and is a great way for young people to get involved in their 
communities. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
would like to thank Miss Dennehy, our YSI coordinator for 
all her help with completing the project and Mr. Stanley, 
also, for accompanying us to the North Cork Garda Awards. 

- Martha O’Leary (Form V).

YSI
“�e long arm of the law!”

Here a senior Garda presents the award to L-R: Ronan O’ Mahony, 
Martha O’ Leary and Richenda �omas. 

Mr. Stanley in the back row is literally head and shoulders above the 
Garda members while Ms. Dennehy at far le� in the front row could 
be entering the witness protection program as a member of TY!

L-R: J. Devlin, J. Spreadborough, E. Cloethe, A. Burke.
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Pictured are Richenda �omas, a hospital resident and Matylda 
Jablonka.

Transition Year students from Midleton College have been 
visiting the residents of Midleton Hospital for over ten years. 
As arranged with Catherine Doran, Assistant Director of 
Midleton Hospital, a rotating group of fourth year students 
visit hospital residents once a week throughout the year.

Transition Year is a year that, hand in hand, facilitates 
the growth and personal development of our students 
with academic progress. Students are faced with a variety 
of experiences which develop character and integrity. 
Under the umbrella of social awareness and community 
involvement, time in the hospital is spent talking to 
the residents and swapping stories, playing card games, 
organising bingo, painting nails and getting to know one 
another.

Matylda Jablonka, one of the students who took part in the 
initiative last year, said of the experience, “It was fantastic. 
We met some very interesting people and it was lovely to see 
that we brought such happiness to them simply by chatting 
to them and spending time with them.”

In relation to one hospital resident, Matylda continues, 
“�e minute we arrived we were greeted by Tom’s wide 
smile. Tom is a very bright and funny character, known 
to everybody. Some of the stories he told us and games we 
played are memories we will have for a long time.”

It is an important lesson for students to learn the signi�cance 
of face to face communication and how one small 
conversation can lead to greater friendships. Our thanks is 
extended to all the sta� and residents of Midleton Hospital 
for facilitating the program and giving our students this 
opportunity.  

- T.C. 

Congratulations to Transition Year students who 
participated in last year’s Film Module. �e group’s �lm 
‘Choices’ won the Schools Award at the First Cut Film 
Festival, up against sti� competition from various parts of 
the country. �e group went on to win a second accolade, at 
the Midleton Arts Festival in May.

‘Choices’ highlights the dangers of underage drinking and 
anti-social behaviour amongst teenagers. �e challenging 
theme follows the story of a teenage boy who is faced 
with the choice of how to spend the a�ernoon, his choice 
turns out to have dire consequences. Starring in the �lm 
are Alex Aldous, Brian O’Farrell, Rory Walsh, Tim Tierney, 
Fergal Roche, Fionn Summers, Rob O’Callaghan, Matylda 
Jablonka, Jack Ryan, Cillian Brouder, Muiris Moloney, Aime 
Picornell, Doug Quealey and teachers Ms. Mary Linehan 
and Mr. Daragh Martin. Cameramen and Editors were Jake 
Spreadborough and Ed Cloete.

�e Film Module is a year long course option available 
to Transition Year students at Midleton College. Among 
the key skills used in the production were creating and 
dra�ing storyboards and subsequent script writing. �ey 

also perfected their acting skills, created the score music, 
worked on sound e�ects and experimented with lighting 
and camera angles. �e group used iMovie to edit the 
�nished product. 

- M.L.

Residents of Midleton Hospital Charmed by TY Students

Oscars Come To Midleton College

Pictured are Richenda �omas, a hospital resident and Matylda 
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�is year a group of Transition Year students took part 
in the nationwide Junk Kouture competition and for the 
second year running both of our designs got through to 
the regional �nals in Limerick. 

‘Nespresso Yourself ’ was modelled by Ana Abellan 
Solesio and ‘Ice Ballerina’ was modelled by Anna 
Hevers. We created the dresses using a variety of 
recycled materials such as Nespresso co�ee pods, plastic 
cups, duct tape & CD’s. 

We took part in a fashion show where we showcased our 
designs on the catwalk & performed to some music in 
front of the judges. Unfortunately we didn’t make it to 
the �nals but we had a lot of fun taking part. 

- C.W.

JUNK KOUTURE

A new module, TY Radio, was introduced to 
the Transition Year Program this year. Students 
launched an internet school radio and have 
gained crucial skills in media communications, 
marketing and promotions.

To help them gain an insight into the industry 
they took a little trip into the 96FM studios 
where they met Wayne Hilton from ‘Wayne in 
the Plane’ among others.

- T.C.

Standing L-R: Ms. Cronin, T. Miyata, J. Ryall, M. 
Kingston, A. Ramirez Fernandez, A. Nuzum. Kneeling 
L-R: C. Mooney, C. Sutherland.

TY Radio 

 “Spot the Di�erence”

Irish Anna and Spanish Ana which is which?
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On Friday the 28th of March Reidin O’ Sullivan Form 4 took 
part in the �nal of the competition” Apprentice Chef ” which 
is sponsored  by Taste of Kerry and Just Cooking Cookery 
School. �is is a competition focused on developing the 
culinary skills of young people and utilizing good locally 
produced food. 

Reidin travelled to Tralee with her Home Economics Teacher 
Niamh Lawlor and Mr. Rory Graham to take part in the cook 
o� initially on Friday 28th in I.T. Tralee Hotel and Catering 
department. She prepared, cooked and served a dish of Local 
Lamb Rump served with Turnip Puree, Banana Shallots, 
Parsnip Crisps with a sweet red wine and rosemary jus, all  
served with seasonal veg of sweet potato, carrots and green 
beans.

She was then selected to be one of the lucky �nal 15 out of 550 
students that have taken part in this project to go forward to 
the �nal stage. A team of Chefs judged and aided the students 
throughout the day and mentored then in preparation for 
the day, �ese were Chef Mark Doe, Chef Mark Murphy and 
Chef Simon Regan. Reidin prepared a comprehensive written 
project to present with the dish. All �nalists were presented 
on the day with an engraved Ambri Chopping board and a 
certi�cate. 

�e Standard of Dishes 
on the day was extremely 
high and showcased the 
great culinary talent of 
young people today. �e 
winning dish was prepared 
by Aoife Walsh of St. Mary’s 
Secondary School Mallow. 
Reidin did extremely well 
to get to the �nals. 

- N.L.

Apprentice Chef

Last year over 81% of students completed the bronze 
Gaisce award in fourth year. �roughout the year 
students joined clubs and committees to complete 
their award. �ese consisted of the Rotary Club, Chess 
Club, Green Schools, Student Council and sports such 
as Hockey, Rugby, and Soccer. Most of these were 
available in the school but others went on in the local 
community. In February we went to Heir Island for our 
adventure walk, which is a necessary part in completing 
our Gaisce award along with a further 26 weeks of hard 
work. �anks to all the teachers who came with us 
to Heir Island and particular thanks to Mr. Gill who 
organized the running of the award. 

- Cameron Smyth (Form V).

Gaisce
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Back row L-R:   L. Whyte, K. Liu, C. Coleman O’ Neill, C. Dwyer, C. Hogan, R. Hickey, P. Lim, B. Bailey, C. Walsh.
Middle row L-R:  L. Curley, E. Connon, G. Stuart, M. Ahern, R. Bawden, N. Flynn, P. Martin, K. Adetayo, R. Boullier.
Front row L-R:  J-L. Fitzgearld, R. McCarthy, R. Deane, L. Kenneally-Smiddy, L. Byrne, N. Kugler.

MIDLETON COLLEGE CLASSES 2014 - 2015

Back row L-R:   A. McDonagh, L. Kona Sompro, J. Howard , L. Obersby, J. Buttimer, D. Murphy.
Middle row L-R:  B. Quill, B. Killeen, B. Ingamells, R. Bailey, C. O’Galligan, J. Doran, C. McCormack. 
Front row L-R:  C. Fitzgerald, W. Allen, N. Coyle O’ Donoghue, K. Poynton, E. Tanner. 
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Back row L-R:   C. O’Sullivan, D. Conway, S. Hall, E. Musgrave, A. Mitchell.
Front row L-R:  Z. Bowles, S. Burns, H. Roch-Perks, T. Haughton-Lynch, L. McHugh.
These pupils were away representing the school in a Soccer Blitz when the original class photo was taken, so we include 
them separately here.

Back row L-R:   G. St.Ledger-Mewis, S. Moone, L. O’Donovan, S. Spillane, L. Thompson,  L. Daly, J. Maddix.
Middle row L-R:  J. Devine, J. Butler, A. O’Leary, L. McGovern, D. Ojuolape, D. Gbadamosi, R. O’ Regan.
Front row L-R:  S. Tinne, H. Whelan, A. Whyte, A. Gill, L. Cosgrave.

Absent Form Is
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Back row L-R:   A. Beamish, R. O’Leary, J. Cardoso- Murphy, B. Donovan, S. Marley, H. Jeffrey.
Middle row L-R:  R. Corihuela-Menendez, S. Feighan Kingston, T. McCarthy, U. Cunningham, C. O’Riordan, S. Ford, S. Hayes.
Front row L-R:  S. Bailey, E. O’Hara, R. Fleming, A. Kiy, C. Graham, V. Sanchez Fernandez, C. Dunne-Lyons.
(Not pictured: T. Murphy, M. Olu-Ikpen)

Back row L-R:   L. Baker, D. Kenneally, M. Donnelly, P. Harty, L. Howard, S. Daniels, C. McDonagh.
Middle row L-R:  E. O’Galligan, K. O’Riordan, O. Rudge, J. Daly, J. Deane, A. Moore, T. Oshikoya, E. Haynes.
Front row L-R:  C. Keane, L. Casey, T. Jiang, C. Parsons, S-J. Lynch, D. Sode. 
(Not pictured R. Cheasty).
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Back row L-R:   B. McHugh, J. Morrison, S. Beckingham, A. Adeshina, M. White, K. Steele, J. Doyle, J. Drennan.
Middle row L-R:  H. Cremin-Memhet, N. Northridge, D. Pope, V. Hosford, G. O’Donovan, L. Mariga, M. Sode, T. Devine.
Front row L-R:  R. Oppermann, H. Duffy, B. Heffernan, R. Landen, N. Power, A. Tierney, L. Byron.
(not pictured M. O’Donovan).

Back row L-R:   S. Ziad,  C. Bane, J. Bowles, M. Stafford, S. Walsh, A. O’Shea, C. Rose, D. Folarin.
Middle row L-R:  D. McGuaran, L. Hennigan, R. Doyle, I. Farrell, A. Moore, B. Malito, J. O’Mahony, D.Phelan.
Front row L-R:  O. Akhilomen, J. McCarthy, H. Beckingham, S. Collins, E. O’Brien, C. O’Sullivan, D. McCaughley.
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Back row L-R:   W. Baker, K. O’Riordan, P. Fives, L. Burke, C. Walsh, B. Hoban, G. Haberlin.
Middle row L-R:  E. Serrano Martinez, M. Tanner, M. Smiddy, H. Smyth, G. Hennessy, S. Brady, O. Ransome, C. Finn.
Front row L-R:  S. O’Donnell, K. Mariga, S. Doherty, D. Cardoso-Murphy, E. Roch-Perks, R. Martin, G. Humphreys, K. Duffy.
(not pictured H. Deane).

Back row L-R:   C. O’ Deaghaidh, D. Byron, N. Lynch, H. Compton, D. Thompson, D. Cuthbert, A. Ryan.
Middle row L-R:  S. Moran, K. Harnett – Cronin, J. Northridge, D. Ruano Hurtado, C. Mariga, C. Bawden, J. Moloney,  
L. Summers, K. Manning. 
Front row L-R:  M. Rutledge, A. Anthony, A. O’Donnell, N. Deeny, P. Axson, C. Moore, B. Alapini.
(not pictured R. Moloney).
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Back row L-R:   C. Daly, C. McGregor, L. O’Sullivan, R. Keating, O. Parsons.
Middle row L-R:  K. Ottman, J. Byron, S. Emerson, G. Sada, J. Moreno Duñabeitia, F. Sheridan, R. O’Halloran.
Front row L-R:  C. Cashman, S. Deane, L. O’Riordan, C. Perez Hernandez, M. Carbó Cajigas, A. Ramírez Fernández,  
A. Chambers.

Back row L-R:   G. Hosford, N. Quill, R. Stafford, J. Kowalski, F. Muro Matoses.
Middle row L-R:  P. O’Shea, E. Scully, B. O’Callaghan, L. Oriol, J. Cremin- Memhet, A. Mahony.
Front row L-R:  N. Moore, J. Ryall, F. Quinn, A. Burns, C. Coma, P. Calzado, G. Kearns.
(not pictured C. Eng, C. Mcgrath, A. Nuzum.).
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Back row L-R: T. Tierney, F. Roche, C. Kiy, R O’Callaghan, C. Brouder, S. Hales, L. Farrell, J. Doyle, T. Brookes, R. O’Mahony, 
C. Smyth.  1st Middle row L-R: A. Hoban, J. Power, M. Humphreys, F. Summers, B. O’Farrell, D. Chernov, P. Lehrer, J. Devlin, 
J. Winckworth.  2nd Middle row L-R: M. O’Neill, R. Walsh, F. Baily, S. Odugbose, D. Queally, J. Hoppenstaedt, A. Burke, 
O. McCutcheon, P. Power, S. Kearns, D. Murphy, A. Calzado, I. Kozhelskii, C. Fuchs, E. Cloethe, C. Hall, J. Spreadborough, 
A. Sheehy, R. England, S. Gies, M. Moloney, L. Pierce, C. Hennessy, S. Murphy, C. Devine, J. Hennigan, D. Rogaciovas,  
J. Ryan.  3rd Middle row L-R: M. O’Leary, A. Dunne, A. Quill, A. Whyte, R. O’Sullivan, R. Thomas, S. O’Mahony, E. Compton, 
A. Aldous, B. Archer, E. Brennan, K. Archer, M. Jablonka.   Front row L-R: A.Kolbe, J. Hindel, T. Roberts, I. Tanner, V. Deeny, 
S. Panzavecchia, R. Greenwood, R. Lim, E. Roch-Perks.
(Not pictured T. Loftus).

Back row L-R:   A. Forde, A. Morris, T. Miyata, R. Swanton, O. Twomey, D. Wright, O. McIlreavy.
Middle row L-R:  C. Mooney, B. Kenneally, C. Lynch, N. Daly, M. O’Sullivan, C. O’Regan,  Z. O’Sullivan- Hourihan, M. Kingston.
Front row L-R:  C. Sutherland, C. Hall, S. Johnston, I. Jiménez, E. Celis Acedo, E. Marley, S. Murphy.
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Back row L-R:   J. Tierney, R. Johnston, A. Burns, P. O’Riordan, B. McEvoy, I.Keating, K. Simpson.
Middle row L-R:  C. Lydon, S. Stronach, R. Drennan, H. Greaves, E. Ryall, K. Fleming, P. Matthews.
Front row L-R:  J. Lydon, J. Rumley, C. Walsh, A. O’Sullivan, E. Bourke,E. Hayes.

Back row L-R: J. Tierney, R. Major, A. Burns, A. Irwin, J. Beamish, P. O’Riordan, K. Simpson, S. Mitchell, B. Hales, F. English, 
A. O’Shea, R. Johnston, R. Morrison, B. McEvoy, M. Lynch.  1st Middle row L-R: K. Carew, A. Dwane, S. Lynch, J. Lydon, N. 
O’Mahony, A. Deane, L. Finnerty, C. Lynch, I. Keating, P. Matthews, C. Phelan, J. Bronkhorst, H. Greaves.  2nd Middle row 
L-R: C. Walsh, J. Rumley, A. O’Sullivan, E. Lo, J. Zhang, G. Smiddy, C. Lydon, E. Hayes, E. Ryall, E. Bourke, L. Kenneally, S. 
Keating, A. Lehane.  Front row L-R: A. O’Neill, R. Provan – Bessell, S. Poloczek, N. Schoenenberger, A. Axson, R. Drennan, Y. 
Kato, N. McCormack, K. Fleming, S. Stronach.
(Not Pictured: E. Daly, M. O’Brien, O. O’Callaghan).

Senior Prefects
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“Happy Days!”
In glorious sunshine these students 
received their Junior Certi�cate 
results. Judging by their beaming 
smiles it wasn’t just the weather 
that was good!

“Don’t forget your shovel”

Sally Poynton planting the tree at the Form VI farewell ceremony. 

Ms McKillop ensuring all goes according to plan!

“�e keys to the Kingdom!”

Bishop Colton presenting the keys to the school to Dr. Edward Gash on December 
8th. We wish him all the best in his position as Principal.“Friends in… high places!”“Friends in… high places!”

Declan Murphy  met for talks with Enda Kenny during his work experience placement.

“Need a li�?”

Mark Donnelly carries Diarmuid Phelan towards the �nish line 

in the �nal Sports Day event.

SCENES FROM THE COLLEGE 2014
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Alex Burns, Christian Lynch and Alex Aldous raising the flags for Mental 
Health Awareness and Green Schools Ireland.

Alex Burns, Christian Lynch and Alex Aldous raising the flags for Mental 

“Too cool for school!”
“Easy as pie”

“Painting the town red!”

Olwyn Anthony, Felix Fischer and Andrew McGregor of Form VI 

chilling out on sports day.

Cathal Mariga, Harry Deane and Bryan McHugh enjoying 
working in the kitchen.

At the PTA Springfest bake-off Ms. Linehan, Cormac Phelan 
and Kieran Simpson enjoying the atmosphere.

Lilli MacMonagle did her work experience with Graham 

Norton’s production company. Luckily he decided to let her 

walk rather than flip her chair over!

At the PTA Springfest bake-off Ms. Linehan, Cormac Phelan 

“Painting the town red!”

“In the red chair?”

“Run it up the �agpole!”

“Piece of cake”

Katie Archer and Ella Compton starting work on the TY art mural which now decorates the hoarding near the Art room.
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